MOST IMPROVED ARCHER AWARD 2011
Larry and Kathy started this award in 2008 in order to recognise the archer who demonstrates improvements in a number of specific qualities we think are important.   

The criteria for this award are:

INCREASE IN ALL AREAS:


1
DEDICATION TO TRAINING

2
LISTENING & COACHABILITY

3
SCORE

4
MENTAL TOUGHNESS

5
SPORTSMANSHIP

6
COURTESY TO ALL ARCHERS

Former winners are Jesse Poisson in 2008, Logan Coulter in 2009 and a tie in 2010, for Jordan Sequillion and Nathan Perry.  

Again for 2011, BryteSun Development is sponsoring this award, not only for the winner, but for all the nominees as well.  Each nominee will receive a gift certificate for purchases at SOUTH NATION ARCHERY SUPPLY.  Also the company is supporting our efforts here to teach more beginners how to shoot properly.  Thank you, Shane, for this very generous contribution to this award.

First, we would like to start with the honourable mentions:

William Larmour started in the North Dundas high school archery club programme and along with Mark Adams decided to take his archery more seriously.  His form has improved dramatically because he has listened well and worked hard.  His OFSSA scores have sky-rocketed.  Well done!

Molly Solc balanced a very tough scholastic year, challenging health issues and her desire to shoot arrows well.  She has followed a mental training programme and we are sure that she will have a very successful outdoor season. 

Nancy Chalut continues to dedicate herself to the pursuit of excellence under trying circumstances.  Her work ethic is a terrific example to youth and adults.
NOMINEES FOR 2011

(in alphabetical order)

Shane Bryson
Sr. M REC

Once again this year, Shane has proven that it is possible for an adult to train regularly in archery, regardless of the demands of owning your own business, travelling for contract work, and being a good father and husband.  And, he is passing along his love of the sport and gained a training buddy: his daughter, Jacqueline has her own equipment now, too, and takes class.  Despite back and hip injuries, he has worked consistently to improve his form and scores.  Shane shot a personal best at MICAs to end the season.  He has a great work ethic and attitude towards the ups and downs of staying in a demanding sport.

Logan Coulter
Jr. M CPD

It is easy to stick with archery when you constantly shoot personal bests; it is a very humbling sport when you hit your head on that glass ceiling of performance.  Most people leave; Logan chose to stay and break through the plateau by working harder, listening about the pitfalls in equipment, and on his own accord, deciding that he could not make that jump without shooting 200 arrows per day.  He shot his first outer 300 this year after being on the door step for ages!  That dedication and mental toughness to keep going will make the difference and we wish him every success at the youth world team trials in Trois-Rivières later this year.

Josh Parker
Pre-Cub M REC

By far the youngest nominee for this award, Josh Parker has shown people in this club who are 3 and 4 times his age that hard work pays off.  He decided that target archery was important and that increased performance was possible only from coaching, communicating and shooting many, many more arrows.  You have seen how well he did this year in all of the tournaments he entered, even those really meant for adults.  That is not to say he didn’t get frustrated – oh, he certainly did!  But he never gave up.  Congratulations, Josh, on your great indoor season.

Christopher Perkins
Jr. M CPD

Some archers with a track record like Christopher’s would sit back and take it easy.  They had proved themselves already, so they let up and coast.  But Christopher did the opposite.  He started training harder, increased his volume of arrows exponentially in preparation for Canada Winter Games trials, and dedicated himself to precise experimentation with various equipment set-ups.  His ability to evaluate equipment performance and its effects on his shooting has matured tenfold during this past year.  More than this, he has not let success turn him into a loud-mouth or a braggart.  He continues to respect his fellow competitors.  You have seen his accomplishments tonight and there is no doubt that the future holds even more successes for him if he continues on this training path.  And, even though he and I go toe-to-toe on stuff like stabiliser weights, I know that he still listens, and accepts my input.  That inner 300 didn’t appear out of thin air; it took Christopher’s work ethic and a team effort from family and coaches.  Good luck at the senior world team trials!

Jordan Sequillion

Cdt. F REC

When we sat down to plan the indoor 2010-2011 season, we took a hard look at the scores necessary to be competitive for Canada Winter Games.  Jordan seemed to be under everyone’s radar.  No one saw her as a threat.  Our goal was to make people sit up and take notice.  When you give this young woman a goal – watch out!  All sorts of fabulous things happen.  Her scores went ballistic.  Not only did she train hard enough to shoot the highest qualification average for the provincial trials, she won the trials, and finished second at the Games.  So there, take that Canada – they know who she is now!

Paul Shipclark

Sr. M CPD

Some of you may not know this, but Paul has been coming to this archery shop for almost 20 years now.  He was really keen when he was younger and came back to archery as an adult, a husband, father and business-owner.  In a way, he never really left.  This year, Paul accepted that he had to put in more hours training, being coached, shooting tournaments and being open-minded about what equipment worked well for him, and what did not.  He shoots when he gets the smallest opportunity either at his shop or here at the club.  He shot his first outer 300 round this year and he deserved that success – he earned it!

Georcy-Stéphanie Thiffeault-Picard

Jr. F REC

Our newest member to our training group, Georcy travels from Montréal with her parents regularly for coaching and competitions.  Some of you may have seen her.  But what you do not see is our almost daily communications via the Internet.  Chatting, videos of performance, psychological audio-bites, equipment discussions, we do it as much as possible long-distance.  Georcy has changed a lot of things for me over the past 9 months:  form, equipment, physical training, mental preparation, and she always keeps trying, pushing and improving.  Her positive mental attitude has been very refreshing and she has defeated many of the barriers and demons that had stood in her way to success the previous two years.  She is an excellent role model for this sport.

Congratulations to each of you and continued success as you push your training and performances to new levels. 

It was difficult to choose from among such talent right here at home.  Everyone’s reasons for training or not training, listening or not listening are different.  Our sport is truly a collection of individuals.

This year, Larry and I need to honour an archer who has accomplished so much this year:  
Christopher Perkins                    
